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Welcome...

This Participant Guide is your initial source of information for United States Antarctic
Program participants. It covers McMurdo, Palmer and South Pole Stations, field camps and the
research vessels. The information will help you prepare for your antarctic experience and point
you toward other sources. Be sure to work closely with your point-of-contact for more detailed
information and the particular requirements related to your objectives.

Icons are used throughout this handbook. The Information icon directs you toward other pub-
lications and sources of related information. The Grantee (scientist) and RPSC Employee icons
indicate information that applies especially to that type of participant.

All U.S. Antarctic Program participants—including grantees, RPSC employees, visitors,
and military—should use this handbook for general reference only. Authoritative guidance
is provided in grant instruments, employment contracts, or other legally binding docu-
ments.
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